World Citizenship and the Language Problem

guage well enough to make practical use of it abroad, they
are not and never can be on anything like equal linguistic
terms with the actual inhabitant. What is really needed is
a form of speech in which all can attain linguistic ability
and equality and in which a few mistakes by the less expert
are no bar to immediate clarity of meaning and to accept-
ability of utterance.

ESPERANTO AS AN EDUCATIVE DISCIPLINE

It has been found that the acquirement and use of Esper-
anto by adults, apart from the outside interests which it
stimulates, are extremely educative. The necessity for
clearly expressing one's actual meaning when using Esperanto
leads to a more intelligent grasp of the real significance of the
words and of the construction of language in general. The
power of expressing fundamental ideas concisely and directly
in a new medium gives a remarkable sense of freedom from
linguistic tradition. An experienced teacher recently said :
" It is amaTTng to note the many national words which have
never been understood by pupils until the moment when
they have found the Esperanto equivalent ". If this is the
experience of adults, what of the educative effort of Esperanto
on the active minds of children ? The necessity for clear
thought and accuracy of expression form splendid mental
training*

Instead of the haphazard and arbitrary grammar and
syntax of the national languages, the child has a concise set
of rules, word roots, prefixes and suffixes with which he caa
'play ' and make the language up, so to speak, for himself.
This makes Esperanto a fascinating and interesting subject,
even to pupils who find little but drudgery in studying
other tongues, and as they find they can soon learn to speak
as well as read and write the language, it becomes a living
reality instead of the mere dry collection of words which so
often appears to characterize other languages. In this way,
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